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_~*LATIN AMERICAN NEWS DIGEST * No, 556 
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_ COFFEE ASSOCIATION PROTESTS COLOMBIA'S ACTION. The Green Coffee Association of 
New York wired the Inter-American Coffee Board and WFA a warning that a serious 
diminution of coffee supplies in the U. S, will develop unless prompt action is 
taken against Colombia's governmental intervention in buying up home coffee sup= 
plies at the equivalent of U.S. ceiling prices. (The Journal of Commerce, 8/28/44) 
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ARGENTINA GIVES FOOD TO FRENCH, Announcement comes from Argentina that the Argen- 

ine Government has presented 100,000 tons of wheat and 5,000 tons of meat to the 
people of France. The food is to be put at the disposition of French authorities 
in the Buenos Aires port, (Christian Science.Monitor, 8/25/44) 


RATIONING TO BEGIN IN BRAZIL. Rationing of meat will start September 16 for the 


2,000,000 inhabitants of Rio de Janeiro and the Brazilian Federal District. A | 
helf pound of meat daily will probably be allowed for a family of two. The use of 
milk for ice cream, candy, and restaurant desserts is to be banned for 2 months, 


starting Friday. Meat and milk shortages have become acute. 
(Washington Evening Star, 8/30/44) 


| NEW CACAO TREE DEVELOPED IN COLOMBIA. The Secretary of Agriculture of Cauca Val- 

| léy, Colombia, announces the development in the Colombian Government experiment 

' station in the Cauca Valley of a new variety of cacao tree, The new variety is 

_ capable of producing 18 pounds of dried beans on an average each year, compared 
with an average of 5 now obtained from the ordinary tree. The new variety can 
be grown without the customary shelter of shade trees; consequently, it will be 
free of the blight which is frequently passed on to the cacao tree from the shade 
trees beside which the cacao tree now has to grow, 

‘(The Journal of Commerce, 8/26/44) 


COLOMBIAN FOOD SUPPLIES CUT BY FLOODS. Word has been received that food shortages 
have been caused in large cities of Colombia by the interruption of transportation 
brought about by recent floods, (Washington Evening Star, 8/29/44) 


NICARAGUA TO BUILD HOUSES, The Government of Nicaragua plans to build 6,000 low- 
cost houses during the next 4 years, Every large city and village is to receive 
its quota of new dwellings on the basis of population and social conditions. 

(New York Times, 8/27/44) 





NICARAGUA WILL BUY CEREALS. The Nicaraguan Government is to buy and store surplus 
cereal crops with funds of the Nicaraguan National Bank, After the domestic de- 
Mands have been amply provided for, the surplus is to be exported to balance the 
importation of necessities. (New York Times, 8/30/44) 


PUERTO RICANS SIGN 1944 suGAR CONTRACTS, Prior to August 20, the deadline set for 
the termination of a VFA purchase offer, processors representing 86 percent of the 
1944 sugar production in Puerto Rico signed contracts for sale of 1944 crop sugar, 
(The Journal of Commerce, 8/26/44) 





* No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press, 
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BRAZILIAN-AMERICAN FOOD COMMISSION REPORTS. The Brazilian Minister of Agriculture 
stated recently that 500,000 Brazilian farmers had benefited to some degree by the 
program of the Commission and 600,000 acres are now producing foodstuffs for the | 
U. S. armed forces in northern Brazil and also for the population in that zone. 
(New York Times, 9/5/44) 


COLOMBIA DENIES COFFEE -CHARGES. Representatives of the National Federation of 
Coffee Growers of Colombia have denied, both in New York and Colombia, that Colom— 
bia "has been developing a policy of creating difficulties for coffee exports." 

- They explain that: prices in Colombia do not exceed OPA ceiling prices; Colombia 
has cooperated to facilitate advanced exports of 25 percent of next year's quota; 
‘the U. S. refused Colombia's request for an increase in the export quota for the 
U. S. market to benefit U. S. consumers; for 3 years the price of coffee has been 
at a fixed level in the face of drastic upward changes in the costs of living and 
of production; that Colombia's attitude has always been one of cooperation. 

(The Journal of Commerce, 8/31/44) 


_ CUBAN BANANAS ENTER U. S. FOR BLACK MARKET, In fleets of small fast boats Cuban 
bananas are being brought to Florida ports, where they are sold at wholesale 
prices above the OPA ceiling and are then disposed of in Southeastern States at 
above-ceiling prices. (Christian Science Monitor, 8/31/44) 


ECUADOR TAKES CONTROL OF SUGAR, The Ecuadoran Government now requires the deliv- 
ery of all sugar produced in that country at current prices to be resold to the 
public by the Government. The Government Central Bank will also import sugar to 
meet public needs until local production has sufficiently increased. The Minis-— 
ter of Commerce has been authorized to fix the price of sugar. 

(Netr York Times, 9/3/44) 


GUATEMALA TO FIGHT DISEASE, The Guatemalan and U. S. Governments have signed a 
contract for a cooperative campaign of sanitation to end typhus and eliminate 
malaria from the middle highlands of Guatemala. The cost is to be about $600,000, 
of which amount Guatemala will provide $300,000 and borrow the remaining sum from 
the U. S. to be repaid in 4 years. Experts and technicians of both Guatemala and 
U.S, will carry on the work. (New York Times, 9/6/44) 


PRODUCTION OF CHILI IN MEXICO INCREASED. The Mexican Ministry of Agriculture 
estimates an increase of nearly 1,500 metric tons in the production of chili over 
that of 1943. Last year Mexico exported 3,600 tons of chili, almost all to the 
U. S. (The Journal of Commerce, 8/31/44) 


MEXICO AIDS ACQUISITION OF FOREIGN-—CONTROLLED ENTERPRISES. To help Mexicans ac-— 
quire enterprises owned or controlled by foreigners, exemption from property 
transfer taxes will be granted, under a Presidential decree published in Mexico 
City. (Christian Science Monitor, 8/31/44) 


*No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press, 
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LOWER CALIFORNIA TO BE DEVELOPED. The Governor of Lowér California has been 
authorized by President Manuel Avila Camacho to proceed: with various projects. 
These projects include construction of a highway between Tijuana and Mexicali and 
a bridge over the Tijuana River, installation of waterworks in-Tijuana, Mexicali, 
and Ensenada, and developments of farming and cattle raising, ~' 

(New York Times, 9/7/44) 


MEXICO DECREES RISE IN SUGAR OUTPUT. The Mexican Government proposes by. decree a 
program to lift production of sugar to at least 667,000 metric tons annually and 
make the Republic self-sufficient in its supply of sugar. The program calls for 
large-seale drainage and irrigation of cane lands; adequate roads and other trans— 
portation facilities for the working of modern machinery and movement of cane; 
scientific preparation of cane-—land soil and advantageous use of fertilizers; ex- 
panding the capacity of the six largest mills and some of the medium-sized ones; 
establishment of two others; governmental financial aid to the amount of $5,125,000 
in the form of loans. The plan is opposed by the National Sugar Producers Union 
because the prices proposed are said not to balance increased production costs. 
The current season's cane crop is expected to be 50,000 tons less than was pre~ 
dicted, (The Journal of Commerce, 9/1/44) 


MEXICO DISTRIBUTES LAND. During the past 12 months President Manuel Avila Camacho 
is reported to have distributed nearly 3 million acreg of land among 17,298 peas— 
ants. Tnis is nearly 160,000 more than last year's amount. (New York Times, 9/1/44) 


MEXICAN SECTION OF HIGHWAY AHEAD OF SCHEDULE. The 770-mile section of the Inter- 
American Highway, from Mexico City to the Suchiate River, which is near thé Guate- 
malan boundary, is already 5 months ahead of schedule, with possibilities offinal 
completion within 18 months, (The Journal of Commerce, 8/31/44) 


MEXICO'S GUAYULE EXHAUSTED, Mexico's guayule patches are said to have been so 
overworked during the rubber shortage that the plants have become exhausted. 
(Washington Evening Star, 9/1/44) 


NICARAGUA SHIPPING RUBBER TO U.S. During the month of July Nicaragua exported to 
the U. S. 250,000 pounds of rubber. (New York Times, 9/7/44) 
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B PROSPECTS IMPROVING. Reports indicate thet Brazil plens to make available 












This is regarded in the trade as a constructive step 


CANADA JOINS SUGAR RESEARCE FOUNDATION. ‘the Canadian sugar industry, through seven 

% leading companies, is now allied with the Sugar Research Foundation. Other members 
include the growers and processors of cane and beet sugar in the continentel U. S., 

‘Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Cuba. The Foundation is concerned only with research ~~ 


problems, such as exploring the possibilities of sugar as a basic material for in- 
dustry and establishing its proper role in the diet, with no reference to political 
_ matters such as tariffs, trade treaties and quotas, or any question of production, 


Supply, or the marketing of sugar. (The Journal of Commerce, 9/8/44) 


CEILEAN NITRATE IMPORTS AGREED UPON. The Chilean Nitrate Sales Corporation is to 
import a minimum of 850,000 tons of Chilean nitrate for U. S. agricultural use dur- 
ing the 1944-45 season ending June 30, 1945. ‘he firm imported 650,000 tons during 
1943-44. (The Journal of Commerce, 9/12/44) 


COLOMBIA READY TO SHIP COFFEE. ‘The new quota year for coffee opens October 1. In 
Preparation for immediate shipment to arrive after that time in the U. S. the f 
Colombian Federation announces that a total of 579,859 bags of coffee are being hel 


at ports as of August 31. The Federation owns 154,014 bags of that total, exporter 


the balance. (The Journal of Commerce, 9/11/44) 


COFFEE CHARGES.AGAINST COLOMBIA REITERATED. ‘The Green Coffee Association of New 
York has repeated its charges that "importers, jobbers, and brokers in the U. S$. 
are in peril of being deprived of their historical function in the Colombian coffee 
business"and that "as a natural corollary roasters and consumers are adversely 


elas from the point of view of supply and quality." (The Journal of Commerce, 
9/12/44) 


CUBAN PLAN TO INCREASE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. Cuba's President-elect, during his 
recent visit in Washington, presented his plan to relieve inflation pressure in 
Cuba and to improve the lot of the Cuban cane workers. The plan includes: Increas- 
ing agricultural production by building feeder roads that will give small producers 
in the backlands an outlet to market; teaching the Cubans to use farm machinery and 
establishing 5,000 rural demonstration centers in the rural schools; bringing new - 
farmland into production through irrigation. The plan needs U. S. capital, farm 
machinery, and assurances of future purchases of sugar. (‘Yashington Post, 9/9/44) 








*No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the: 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press. 
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“MEXICAN CROPS DAMAGED BY FLOODS. Estimated losses in cotton 
and floods which have ravaged Mexico during the past few days e 
Corn crops, which had been expected to yield a surplus, are als 
Between 3,000 and 6,000 persons are reported to be hone (M 
9/14/44) 
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MEXICAN SCIENTIST “ORKS TO IMPROVE DIETS OF INDIANS. ‘Dr. ‘aren Gamio, Mex 
anthropologist, has been stopping in Washington at the Blair-Lee House 
of the Department of State. He is working to improve the living condition 
“more than 30,000,000 Indians estimated to live in the Western Hemisphere. 
OG en tata tute in Mexico and in several Central and South American countr 
eeine war against disease. One project is to induce the Indian to use so; 
~ to take the place of meat, milk, and eggs which are lacking in his oe 
(Washington Post, 9/12/44) ¥ 
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J SOUTH wemRr08 EEKS TEXTILE sicathrs Heavy orders for used text tile mach: 
ba are. faring. to the U. S. from the vest-coast countries of South America, with 
‘i war ‘sales of new machinery expected to be 3 times the pre-war level. Some oO! 
ean machinery being sent is reported to be coming from Southern interests 10 
| poe to liquidate their business as soon as they wind up their Governme 
gent racts, because of the hesvy ‘corporate taxes, Textile workers in Colombia a, 
F eru are said to be highly skilled, while in Chile, Bolivia, and Ecuador the - 
skilled workers are oetter fitted to operate the slower-working. machinery, . 
iy aim of South American countries is reported to be self-sufficiency in the produ - 
tion of their own cloth, rather than export competition, To this end, producti if 
ah aks limited in some of the countries, as well as exports of cloth to other Soa bate! 
i American countries, (The Journal of Commerce, 9/18/44) be 
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a ARGENTINA SENDING POULTRY, - Tro ships are en route from Argentina besring 4, 500 
- 000 pounds of dressed poultry, including a large quantity of turkeys. The carg! 
are intended for the War Shipping Administration and for armed forces and civil 
ians in the Panama Canal Zone, These shipments increase to between 9,000, 000 a1 
10,000,000 pounds the total Argentine poultry purchases mede by the Foreign 

Economic Administration, (Nev York Times, 9/19/44) 


ARGENTINE EXPORT MONOPOLY OF GRAIN HINTED, Suggestions are made that Areont ine” & 
is planning to create an export grain monopoly. The Argentine Government has be 
expending large sums since 1942 in grain purchases and in indirect subsidies to 
grovers, and a stock of unexported wheat has been accumulated smounting to 
7,500,000 tons as of April 1943, In order to unify the post-var selling to ! Ke 

pean governments or to UNRRA, it may be more profitable for the State to tale 07 
the transactions, Such 5 monopoly might, it is said, est2blish the Government — » 
in the eves of the people as their PO aias “hee exploitation by big grain i 
exporters, (The Journal of Commerce, 9/18/44 


BRAZIL BUILDS NEY PULP AND PAPER MILL. Because of the =cute pulp and newspea 
shortege resulting from sharply curtailed imports during the war, the Brazilian 
Government has suthorized the development of 3 domestic pulp and nevsprint indus~ o 
try. The nev mill, the first of its kind in Brazil, is to be located at Monte 
“Alegre, State of eae It will cost about $10,000,000 and vill use native pulp- ~ 
wood, “hich is available in quantities sufficient to make the nill self-eustas 
ing. (The Journel of Commerce, 9/19/44) 
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BRAZIL GIVES COFFEE TO FREED ITALIANS, As 9 gesture of friendship, Brazil has = 
given 2 lerge quantity of ORAS to the populations of the freed Italian cities. 
(New York Times, 9/16/44) ; 


*No attempt has been made by the issuing 2gency to verify the accurscy of the Sei 
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BRAZILIAN COTTON FOR CANADA, Reports of a trade agreement by which Canada ‘rould 
take Srazilian cotton in large amounts remain unconfirmed, but improved shipping 
is expected to bring incressed Canadian imports of cotton from Brazil. Under the 
present arrangement the Canadian Government is paying large subsidies to mills in 
order to hold ceiling regulations established in 1941. Cotton from Brazil is 
cheaper than that from the U. S, (The Journal of Commerce, 9/14/44) 


BRAZIL'S COFFEE GIFT TO ARMED FORCES COMPLETED, The gift of more than 52,910,400 
pounds of coffee given last July by the people of Brazil to the U. 5 fighting 
forces has been completely delivered. The consul and vice consul of the U, S, in 
Sao Paulo witnessed the shipment of the last 100 sacks, (The Journsl of Commerce, 


9/18/44) 





U. S, OFFERS HIGHER PRICE FOR CUBAN SUGAR, Last week the Cubans turned down an 
offer of 2.75 cents for the 1945 crop or eee cents for the 1945 and 1946 crops. 
The new offer is expected to be 2.85 cents f.o.b. for the next crop. The Cubans 
are expected to return to Cuba to consult with the Cuban Mill Owners Association 
and government officials for the final decision. (The Journal of Commerce, 9/19/ 44° 


CUBAN. SUGAR GOING TO UNITED KINGDOM, Suger is now beginning to move directly to 
the United Kingdom in U, S. ships. Wost. Cuben suger going to the British Isles 
formerly was refined in this country or went under Lend-Lease. 

(The Journal of Commerce, 9/13/44) 


EL SALVADOR SENDING NON-COMPETITIVE GOODS TO U. 8S. Recently opened in New York 

for wholesale store buyers is 3 permanent exposition of handcrafts from Hl Salva- 
dor, the type of hand-made goods for which there is a large market in our country, 
The U, S, hals always imported these home furnishingsfrom other countries, The 

mats and hammocks, for instance, are made of native fibers, ("Vashington Post,9/20/ 4: 


PANAMA AND COSTA RICA SETTLE BOUNDARY DISPUTE, Panama and Costa Rica have settled 
a boundary dispute dating from 1825, A frontier meeting was held on the Chilean 
Independence Day as a tribute to Chile, which acted »s arbiter in the finel set- 
tlement. The President of Panama and the President of Costa Rica met on the 
boundary line and wstched’as foreign ministers of the two countries exchanged 
formal notes, (Washington Evening Star, 9/19/44) 








UNRRA GROUP GOING TO LATIN AMERICA, -A mission is to be sent to Latin America to 
familiarize the people there with the vork of the UNRRA, stimulate contributions 
from those countries, and discuss procurement of suoplies. (New York Times, 9/18/44) 
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BAMBOO SEEN AS SOURCE FOR RAYON, Experiments are under way to test the utiliza— 
tion of bamboo to mke rayon, because of its high cellulose content. The use of 
bamboo in making high-grade paper 9s well 3s newsprint has already been achieved. 
(The Journal of Commerce, 9/37/44) - 


U, S, JOINS GROUP TO STUDY RUBBER, The U.. S. is joining the Netherlands and Great 
Britain in setting up an informal group to study "common problems arising from the 
production, manufacture, and use of rubber-~crude, synthetic and reclaimed." The 
formation of the nev group, which is not expected to formulate or transmit tecom— 
mendations to the participating government, follows the expiration last December 
of the international rubber control committee, a largely Anglo-Dutch organization 
in London, (The Journal of Commerce, 9/23/44) 


LATIN AMERICAN TRADE ESTIMATED FOR 1944, The report of Administrator Crowley shows 
that exports to 20 American republics this year will probably run to $929, 000, 000, 
judging by the volume in the first 6 months of 1944, Imports from Latin America 
into the U. S. are estimated at $1,646,000,000. (The Journal of Commerce, 9/26/44 


BAN ON U.S, SHIPS ENTERING ARGENTINE PORTS, Effective October 1, by decree of the 
Department of State, U,S. merchant ships will cease picking up cargoes at Argentin< 
ports on northbound runs or at such transshipment points 2s Montevideo, Uruguay. 
Among other items, the U. S, purchases corn, flaxseed, and linseed from Argentina. 
Only part of the Argentine products come here in U. S. ships. During the first 

8 months of this year the U.S. occupied sixth place for net registered tonn=ge 
c=lling at Argentine ports, Great Britain holding first place. S8ritish trade is 
not affected by the ban, (New York Times, 9/26/44) 

Argentine shipping circles in Buenos Aires expressed the opinion that Argentine 
ships have sufficient tonnage to handle exports to the U.S. in spite of the ban 

oe aye ships against carrying exports from Argentina, (Christian Science Monitor, 
9/27/ 44) 


CORNING GLASS PURCHASES INTEREST IN BRAZILIAN COMPANY, The Corning Glass Yorks 
hes purchased 2 substantial interest in the Vidreria Sante Marina, 2 large glass 
concern in Sado Paulo. Control of the Brazilian company will be retained by the 
original owners in South America, but Corning will be represented on the board. 
Scientific forml7e and the mamifacturing experience of the U. S. company will be 
placed at the disposal of Santa Marina, without change in thst company's management 
The Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, co-partner of Corning in the manufacture and 
distribution of glass products for building purposes, is also identified vith 

both South American developments. (New York Times, 9/26/44) 
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BRAZIL ASSURES COFFEE SUPPLY. The National Coffee Association reports that it hes 
been informed authoritatively that Brazil has given assurances of making available 
to the U. S. 1,000,000 bags of coffee monthly during October, November, and Decem- 
ber. (The Journal of Commerce, 9/20/44) 


BRAZIL CONTRIBUTES TO UNRRA, Brazil's contribution to UNRRA is $30,000,000. Ten 
percent of this sum will be deposited immediately in U. S. funds with the Federal 
Reserve Bank in Vashington, and the remainder will be on hand in cruzeiros, with 
the Banco do Brasil. The funds here are to pay for merchandise purchased from 
Brazil in line with the UNRRA agreements. (New York Times, 9/27/44) 


CUBAN SUGAR NEGOTIATIONS HALTED, Negotiations between the U.S. and Cuba for pur- 
chase of the 1945 sugar crop were temporarily discontinued last week. The price 
offered was 2.65 cents, The Cubans ask 3.26 cents. The CCC is expected to offer 
eventually 2.75 per pound cents for the 1945 crop but only 2.65 cents for the 
1945 and the 1946 crop. (The Journal of Commerce, 9/23/44) 


